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    Quarterly Newsletter      Summer 2019 

 

From The Director’s Desk 
Christine Myran  
 
   At Blue Star Service 
Dogs, we are honored 
to work with military 
service members diag-
nosed with traumatic 
brain injury and post-
traumatic stress disor-
der who are choosing 
to use a service dog as  
a treatment tool. These service dogs go through hundreds of 
hours of training and are specifically trained to their veteran 
for specific tasks to compensate for, or reduce symptoms of 
their diagnoses, thereby increasing their independence and 
ability to complete goals that their diagnoses and symptoms 
prevented. It is common knowledge that service dogs are 
supported by the Americans with Disabilities Act to be pre-
scribed by a physician and categorized as an assistive device, 
like a wheelchair or a pacemaker, and have access to all lo-
cations in which the person requires it. Staff cannot ask 
about the person’s disability, ask to produce medical docu-
mentation or a certification card. The ADA does permit staff 
to ask two questions: 1) Is the dog a service animal required 
of a disability? and 2) What tasks has the dog been trained 
to perform? These questions were not permitted for the 
public to inquire, but for establishments, employers, and 
first responders to request so that they are aware and do 
not prevent them from performing job-related duties. 
    What many people haven’t thought of is that like assistive 
devices, some service dogs can be utilized temporarily. Just 
as a wheelchair is not always a permanent device, the 
wheelchair may only be used until an injury is healed, or for 
certain environments where the wheelchair increases the 
success of mobility goals. Service dogs can be the appropri-
ate ‘device’ to increase the success of therapeutic goals with 
an individual’s medical team. They can make the transition 
back into society less difficult, allowing the veteran to trust 
that ‘someone’ is watching out for them, with the goal of 
gaining confidence that s/he can handle scenarios that are 
like unsafe situations in their military experience, but not 
considered a threat in their hometown. And without the 
military unit at their side, the service dog can be the appro-
priate tool to use to bridge those therapeutic goals. As ac-
cessing the community becomes more routine or familiar, a 
service dog may not have to accompany the veteran in every 
situation. Although it won’t happen for all service members 
and it could take years of utilizing their service dog to regain 
that independence, it should always be the goal! Not only 
can the veteran have hope for the future to “be normal”, 
the medical providers should be vested in the service dog 
and how the diagnosis may not be as debilitating over time. 
In the industry we like to call it “Dropping the Leash”. 

Star News From Thumb Correctional 

    Once a future Blue Star Service Dog dog is rescued from the 
shelter, his/her next step is establishing a new temporary home 
at either the Saginaw or Thumb (Lapeer) state prison where the 
dog will begin their initial 
service dog training under 
the guidance of prisoners 
who are trained by Blue Star 
trainers. Ironically, the ride 
from rescue shelter to pris-
on is known as the dog’s 
“Freedom Ride”.  The STAR 
Program at Thumb Correc-
tional began in November 
2015 under the manage-
ment of Michigan Depart-
ment of Corrections (MDOC) 
prison counselor, Jeff 
Oosterhof. Jeff reports that 
when he was initially told his 
housing unit (he was not given a choice in the matter) would be 
getting a dog program his reaction was, to say the least, less than 
positive. But within the first few months he made a conscience 
decision that he “loved what I was seeing, loved the mission of 
the program, and was going to go at it with an “all or nothing” 
approach”. 
    For Jeff, the most rewarding aspect is “when a veteran receives 
a dog that they will take to the next level with an end goal of 
them becoming a public access service dog.  Secondly, just seeing 
all the dogs that probably wouldn’t stand much of a chance being 
in a shelter come into us and transform into something that at 
the very least can go back out into society and become a wonder-
ful addition to someone’s life”. 
    Currently, the STAR Program at Thumb utilizes 18 handler/
trainers and nine dogs. Once a week a trainer from Blue Star vis-
its the prison to monitor the training the handlers provide to 
Blue Star dogs, also known as “cadets”.  Other dog care-related 
issues are also tended to. The cadets reside with their prison 
Continued on page 2, column 1                                                       

1st Annual RORA Awards 

    T he first annual RORA (Rescuing One to Rescue Another) 
Awards and Fundraiser was held Saturday, April 13, 2019 at 
the American Spirit Centre located in Brighton, Michigan. In 
addition to the fundraiser, the event recognized Sandy Bower 
for her work with veteran causes and Andrea Crawford of 
L.E.T.S. Rescue for her work rescuing dogs. 
    Sandy Bower is the Founder and Volunteer Director of Vets 
Returning Home, a non-profit organization that provides ser-
vices to returning veterans and their families and employment 
resources, in addition to several other services. Having experi-
enced homelessness and hardship herself at a young age, 
Sandy stabilized herself and her family by successfully founding 
her own business, E.C. Metro, a credit card processing compa-
ny. Upon retirement and her decision to commit herself to the 
plight of veterans, she purchased the old Red Cross building in 
Roseville and opened Vets Returning Home, entirely funded 
from her retirement savings. Having been established for five 
Continued on page 2, column 2 

A sample of silent auctions items offered at the RORA Awards. 

Bill (center), a veteran, meets the 
handlers that trained Indy, his 
service dog. 
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Keynote speaker Eric Hipple. 

Star News From Thumb, cont’d 

handlers for four to six months while receiving their training 
in basic obedience and performing specialized tasks. The 
training culminates in handler and cadet successfully pass-
ing the American Kennel Club’s “Canine Good Citizen” test. 
To date, 70+ dogs have been part of the program at Thumb.  
Of those, approximately 47% have gone on to become ser-
vice dogs, 35% have been adopted out as pets, and 18% 
terminated from the program.  
    The effect of the STAR Program on the prison’s housing 
unit has been extremely positive and transformational. Pris-
oners look forward to seeing the dogs enter the program 
and leave a success. The housing unit is much calmer than 
the general population units; prisoners are more relaxed 
and more likely to comply with prison rules.  As Jeff states, 
“The environment as a whole is something different from 
what I have seen before [in] over my 20+ years with 
MDOC”. He added that effects of the program not only posi-
tively impact the housing unit, but the entire prison popula-
tion.  Many prisoners report having had dogs growing up 
and sometimes their pet was one of the few positives in 
their lives. For them to be around a dog again, especially in 
a prison environment, takes them back to a better time in 
their lives and helps them “escape” the realities of prison 
life, even if for a few moments. 
    Most staff have become very accepting of the dog pro-
grams (there are two separate programs at Thumb) and 
look forward to interacting with the dogs just like the pris-
oners. Some staff go so far as to make sure that treats are 
being purchased for the dogs and spoil them as if they were 
their own. Conversely, some staff are less accepting, believ-
ing that a prison is not a place for dogs and are unwilling to 
be convinced otherwise, no matter the positive change the 
program has created.   
    As to the impact the program has on the prisoner han-
dler/trainer, every trainer would likely report finding them-
selves in a more positive place with their cadets and feeling 
emotions like compassion and empathy which for some, 
haven’t been felt in years.  Handlers experience love for a 
living, breathing being, sometimes for the first time, and 
feel the love the dog provides. As far as training dogs for 
veterans, it means the world to them, becoming over-
whelmed with emotion at times when a dog gets assigned. 
For some handlers, having a dog go to a veteran may be the 
most positive thing to happen in their lives, or at the very 
least, for a very long time.  Every handler looks forward to 
the day when they meet a visiting veteran that the dog they 
are training could potentially go to.  Each takes the time to 
thank the veteran for their service and when it is decided 
that their dog is going to that veteran, they take extreme 
pride in making sure the veteran goes out the door with the 
most knowledge possible. Training service dogs for veterans 
provides prisoners a tremendous sense of accomplishment.  

RORA Awards, cont’d 

years, the organization has served over 1,000 veterans in 
crisis on site and has provided counseling, service and sup-
port for over 250 veterans and veteran families off site.  
    Andrea Crawford has spent her life committed to the wel-
fare of animals and founded her own dog rescue, L.E.T.S. 
(Loving Eyes, Trusting Souls) more than three years ago. Ex-
pertly networked with area shelters, animal control agencies, 
and local rescuers, Andrea takes in and medically and socially 
rehabilitates dogs, generally the 
most dire of medical and neglect 
cases (dogs that would be quickly 
and routinely euthanized under 
normal circumstances). After the 
rehabilitation process she profes-
sionally vetts potential adopters 
in order to obtain the best possi-
ble fur-ever home for the dog. 
    The event’s keynote address 
was given by retired Detroit Li-
on's quarterback Eric Hipple, 
who spoke about resiliency and 
mental wellness.  Eric’s message 
of resilience has provided mental 
fitness awareness to professional 
groups, military, law enforce-
ment, schools, communities and, 
through the Under the Helmet 
program, reached thousands of 
high schools and youth coaches 
across the country. In conjunc-
tion with Navy's U.S. Fleet Forces 
and PAC Fleet, he has provided 
workshops on suicide and destructive behavior prevention 
during the last 12 years by focusing on the Mental Fitness 
Program. His book Real Men Do Cry, which chronicles his life 
of football, tragedy, and return to triumph, received a Pub-
lisher Presidential Award.  
    The evening included a silent auction, raffles, door prizes 
and a buffet dinner with all proceeds going to Blue Star Ser-
vice Dogs to support their mission. Blue Star is looking for-
ward to hosting its second RORA Award event next year and 
will again be accepting nominations for individuals or organi-
zations that help Veterans with Invisible Wounds and Shel-
ter/Rescue Dogs.  

Award recipient Sandy Bower. 

RORA Awards—From left to right, Blue Star trainer Mat Sica, Eric 
Hipple, Director Christine Myran, President Tina Peterson, Board 
Members Joe Riker, and Mark Jewell. 

Dagger (right) and Sarge (left) are the newest STAR cadet 
at Thumb Correctional. They took their Freedom Rides 
from Friends for Animals of Metro Detroit  to prison this 
past month. 
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 Blue Star Board Member Spotlight 

Tina Peterson—BSSD Board President 
    Tina has worked for ten years as a realtor and team leader 
for Real Estate One in Brighton, Michigan (The Tina Peterson 
Team). Her past occupa-
tions have included 
school bus driver and 
owner of a trucking 
company which also 
entailed driving a big six-
axle dump truck. Tina is 
married to husband Eu-
gene and combined, 
they have seven grown 
children (ages 23 
through 35) and three 
grandchildren ages 13, 
six, and five months.  
Their pets include Sarge, 
a Blue Star dog that did-
n’t pass muster in Blue 
Star’s STAR prison program, and two cats, Opie and Kenna. 
Tina’s favorite past times are boating and her family, and 
sometimes boating and her family at the same time! 
    Tina first became acquainted with Blue Star when she con-
ducted an interview with Blue Star Executive Director Chris-
tine Myran for a video targeted to increase community aware-
ness of local non-profit organizations. Little did she know that 
she would ultimately be elected as president for the organiza-
tion she had selected to highlight in her community aware-
ness project. 
    As to why Tina is committed to serving as a Blue Star board 
member, she stated, “I have always been a supporter of vet-
erans and had so much respect for the sacrifices they make 
without asking for anything in return. I had an uncle (who we 
lost about 5 years ago) who was a WWII POW who actually 
escaped and was recaptured and then was rescued, so it goes 
way back. I also do a lot of work in my real estate world with 
veterans and I grew up on a farm and have always been an 
animal lover - and see the world some of the rescue dogs 

have had to endure, so the 
dog rescue coupled with the 
veteran support [is a] WIN/
WIN to make a difference 
where it’s needed!” Tina has 
many friends who are first 
responders, active military 
personal, and veterans.  
    Tina is a skilled problem 
solver and knows her con-
nections and knowledge in 
real estate help Blue Star in 
many different areas of the 
organization’s operations. 
She’s dedicated to and loves 

helping people but is espe-
cially passionate when she knows why she is helping them, as 
the case with her involvement in the pairing of rescue dogs 
with veterans with invisible wounds.  
    When asked to name a favorite book she says that she is so 
active that whenever she has any downtime, she’s on the 
boat “taking in the serenity of it!” With that said, it is appar-
ent Tina’s favorite vacation place is on her boat or anywhere 
on the water, although she and her husband are planning to 
travel to Ireland this summer, so she thinks that Emerald Isle 
may become her new favorite vacation spot. Tina confesses 
that her favorite breed of dog is Mutts but says she truly love 
all dogs, although she prefers the larger dogs. 
    Although many of her real estate clients believe her to be a 
“city girl”, she claims she’s nothing of the sort. Tina grew up 
on farm with horses, cows, chickens, pigs, and goats, with a 

A Call to Action 

    Oakley,  a cadet at Thumb Correctional, underwent emer-
gency surgery the evening of June 6 after ingesting a foreign 
object  which then perforated his bowel. Surgery presented a 
complex healing prognosis once the veterinarian team 
opened his colon. Three days later Oakley unexpectedly 
went back in to surgery to repair his colon sutures.  
    He required a longer hospital stay with drainage tubes and 
medication to get him back to his old happy self! Although all 
of the staff at the veterinary hospital told us his tail wags and 
he tried to give kisses every time he saw them, he is a very 
sick boy.  
    After an extended hospital stay, Oakley was able to leave 
June 17 and return to the prison for well deserved R and R 
and 24 hour attention.  We are fortunate he was able to re-
turn to the program but for now his activities are restricted 
while he continues to heal.  
    His care was costly and totals over $5000.  Any donations 
to help recoup his veterinarian expenses would be greatly 
appreciated.  To donate towards Oakley’s medical expenses 
please send check or money order to Blue Star Service Dogs, 
P.O. Box 830, Hamburg, MI 48139 and be sure to write 
“Oakley” on memo line. If you have any other questions feel 
free to email Christine Myran at Chris-
tine@bluestarservicedogs.org.  

 

Tina and her  dog Sarge. 

varied menagerie of dogs and cats, in addition to a skunk, rab-
bits, guinea pigs, and iguana lizards. Attesting to her country 
roots, she and husband Eugene live on ten acres with their 
nearest neighbor living a ½ mile away, which she considers to 
be heaven, on parallel with being on the water. 

Oakley on his way back to the prison from the hospital. 

Cadet Oakley 

Sarge enjoying a day of family boating. 
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 Upcoming Blue Star Public Events – 
Come See Us! 
Please Like and Follow our Facebook page to stay current on 
upcoming events! 
https://www.facebook.com/bluestarservicedogs/ 
 
July 27-28 
MoPop Music Festival 
West Riverfront Park, Detroit, MI 
https://mopopfestival.com/info.html 
 
August 3 – 11am-2pm 
Blue Star Service Dogs Poker Run 
Hosted by Leathernecks MC, Michigan Founding Chapter 
Pettit-Kapplinger VFW Post 5738 Clare, Michigan 
145 Wilcox Pkwy, Clare, Michigan 48617 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1271636822988175/?
active_tab=about 

August 9 – 5-10pm 
Bark-a-que Annual Fundraiser 
American Legion Post 4 
401 N. Groesbeck Hwy 
Mt. Clemens, MI 
Tickets available at Eventbrite (search for Bark-a-que) 
or call 248-268-3167 (M-F 8-4:30) 
 
August 10, Cleary University—Howell 
Livingston Vet Fest 
For Michigan service members, veterans, & their families. 
Free food, prizes, kid’s activities, live music, & military vehi-
cles on display. 
 
August 12 
Knights of Columbus Car Show 
St. Mary Magdalen Church 
Brighton, MI 
 
September 21 
Blue Star Bash 
Hell, MI 
(see info below) 

Service Dog Law Q & A Corner 
From Michigan Department of Civil Service – Service Dogs 
https://www.michigan.gov/mdcr/0,4613,7-138-74964---
,00.html 
 
Q. What is a service animal? 
 
A: The ADA defines a service animal as a guide dog, signal 
dog, or other animal individually trained to provide assis-
tance to a person with a disability. If they meet this defini-
tion, animals are considered service animals under the ADA 
regardless of whether they have been licensed or certified 
by state or local government. Service animals perform some 
of the functions and tasks that the person with a disability 
cannot perform for him or herself. Guide dogs are one type 
of service animal, used by some people who are blind. This is 
the type of service animal with which most people are famil-
iar. Service animals also help people with other kinds of disa-
bilities in their daily activities. Some examples include: 
•Alerting persons with hearing disabilities to sounds. 
•Pulling wheelchairs or carrying and picking up things for 
persons with mobility disabilities. 
•Assisting persons with mobility disabilities with balance. 
                     A service animal is not a pet. 
 
Q.  I have a comfort animal, an emotional support animal 
or a therapy dog. Isn’t that a service animal? 
 
A: No, it is not. Emotional support animals, comfort animals, 
and therapy dogs are not service animals under Title II and 
Title III of the ADA. The tasks performed by a service animal 
must be directly related to the individual’s disability. It does 
not matter if you have a note from a doctor stating that you 
have a disability and need the animal for emotional support. 
A doctor’s letter does not turn an animal into a service ani-
mal. While comfort animals are often used as part of a medi-
cal treatment plan, they are not considered service animals 
under the ADA. They do not have special training to perform 
tasks that assist people with disabilities, and are not limited 
to working with people with disabilities. Therefore, comfort 
animals are not covered by federal laws protecting the use 
of service animals. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/bluestarservicedogs/
https://mopopfestival.com/info.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/1271636822988175/?active_tab=about
https://www.facebook.com/events/1271636822988175/?active_tab=about
https://www.michigan.gov/mdcr/0,4613,7-138-74964---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdcr/0,4613,7-138-74964---,00.html
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Past Events 

Comcast Care Days 
Comcast partnered with Blue Star Service Dogs for Comcast 
Care Days which took place on May 11th at the Blue Star 
Training Center in Pinckney, Michigan. Comcast Care volun-
teers spent part of the day doing indoor and outdoor grounds 
cleanup, painting, gardening and basic landscaping. Comcast 
strives to give back to the communities where their employ-
ees and customers live and work and to partner with local 
governments, organizations, and nonprofits to make our 
communities stronger. Prior to the event, Christine and Sarge 
were interviewed by Frank Beckman of WJR News Talk Radio 
and Jackie Paige of WWJ Radio in order to promote Comcast 
Care Days. 
 
Memorial Day Classic Car Show 
Street Knights Livingston County Car Club of Howell hosted 
their first annual car show to honor our fallen veterans and to 
raise money for Blue Star. In addition to viewing over 100 
cars, attendees were treated to food, music, and fun. Street 
Knights have adopted Blue Star for next Memorial Day and 
are hoping to have over 200 cars register for the car show.  
 
Garmin Charity Golf Invitational June 4—South Lyon 
Garmin hosted a technology expo combined with a humor-
ous golf outing that benefited Blue Star in addition to two 
other amazing veteran charities, Warriors for the Homeless 
and Michigan Operation Freedom Outdoors (MiOFO). 
 
Red Ball Run June 8 
Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association held their first an-
nual Red Ball Run with proceeds benefiting Blue Star. The 
dice run originated in Gaylord and ended in Pellston at 
Moose Jaw Junction. The event was a dice run raising funds 
for Blue Star. Great comradery, prizes, and food was had by 
all. 
 
Hesco Bonefrog Navy SEAL Mud Run and Obstacle Race 
Virginia Beach, VA  
This April event was supported by Hesco who is a partner of 
Blue Star. A portion of each sale of  a Hesco original tartan 
neckerchief for dogs benefits Blue Star. 

Jackie Paige of 

WWJ meets 

Director Chris-

tine Myran’s 

dog Sarge, a 

retired service 

dog. 

An attendee enjoying  the Street Knights Memorial Day 
Car Show, Howell, MI. 

Comcast Care Days volunteers at Blue Star’s Training Center in 
Pinckney, MI. 

Hesco Bonefrog Navy SEALS event in Virginia 

Beach, VA.  

Red Ball Run hosted by the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association. 

Cadet Beret, in training at Thumb Correctional. 

          Blue Star Service Dogs 
P.O. Box 830   Training Center 
Hamburg, MI 48139  5520 E. M-36 
248-667-8364   Pinckney, MI 48169 
www.bluestarservicedogs.org   


